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 Share accomplishments since last 
meeting 

  

 Provide initial recommendations and get 
input on the 2011 report to the 
Governor: Final approval in November 

 

 Overview relationships to Race to the 
Top: Early Learning Challenge Grant 
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    Every Young Child Will Be  

Healthy, Nurtured, Safe and 
Successful  

 

 



 Safe and Healthy Children 

 Stable, Nurturing, and Economically 
Secure Families 

 Quality Early Learning 
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System Focus   

 Screening and Assessment 

 Data Alignment 

 Public-Private Infrastructure 

 Professional Development 

 Home Visiting 
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Council Input: 
 

 

 See handout to complete the input form 
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 Explore and develop infrastructure 
models that align and leverage state, 
regional, and local resources, and 
engage the business, private, and 
philanthropic sectors as partners to 
improve early childhood outcomes 
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Report with Recommendations: 
 

  “A Public-Private Partnership: An Idea for 
Wisconsin” 

  

  

  

See Report Handout 
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 That Wisconsin establish a Public-
Private Partnership Board that will 
leverage resources and engage 
communities to improve early 
childhood development 
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 More specifically: 

 The Board should be tied to the ECAC 

 The Board should launch by connecting with 
an existing 501(c)(3) organization and later 
transition to a more permanent structure 

 The Board should eventually have 17 public 
and private sector members 
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 Funding includes public and private sector 
funds, setting measurable outcomes, and 
benchmarks 

 Board would adopt a plan that defines “local 
community structures” as the grant 
recipients 

 Envisions a public grant of at least 
$300,000, for administrative support and to 
attract private sector matching funds 
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 Invitational priority 

 

 WI is still considering how to support 
and to show how public and private 
resources align with, support, and 
sustain the plan 
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  Create a comprehensive longitudinal 
data system to be used in planning 
and decision-making 
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 Wisconsin Early Childhood 
Longitudinal Data System Project 
Charter signed by Secretaries and 
State Superintendent (DCF, DHS, DPI) 

 Developed Work Plan 

 Hired the Project Coordinator and 
Data Analyst 
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 Adopt the six key public policy questions 
that will guide the State’s cross system 
building efforts 

 Gather, plot and monitor children's health, 
education and well-being indicator data 
and develop a process for annual and 
ongoing public reporting based on 
indicators of success 

 Secure resources to implement the system 
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 Selected Priority (E2): Early learning 
data system to improve instruction 
practices, services, and policies 

 

 WI will build an early childhood 
longitudinal data system across 
systems 
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  Create a comprehensive screening and 
assessment system to identify 
children’s individual development 
needs and to facilitate referrals to 
appropriate services 
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 Building common understanding and terms 
across early childhood sectors 

 Creating guidance framework and 
document: definitions, schedules, principle, 
tools, and community models 

 Exploring alignment of community 
screening and assessment with education 
(Response to Intervention, child find) 
medical and other community structures 
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 Adopt a model screening and assessment 
periodicity schedule and work with the state 
departments and other organizations to 
develop structures to implement the schedule 
for all children 

 Develop and implement a comprehensive  
statewide kindergarten assessment process 
including early literacy 

 Continue to align screening and assessment 
systems with the longitudinal data system 
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 Selected Priority (E1):  Understanding 
the status of children’s learning and 
development 

 

 WI will create a comprehensive 
kindergarten assessment system 
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Increase evidence based home 
visiting for children and families 
considered to be at-risk 
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Secured FY 2011 competitive home visiting grant 
through the Affordable Care Act 
◦ Adds 2 programs in Milwaukee, 3 tribal programs, and programs in Burnett, Rock 

and Brown County 
◦ Establishes regional home visiting Communities of Practice and a Home Visiting 

Mentor Protégé Program designed to enhance the implementation of evidence-
based home visiting programs 

Secured FY 2011 formula home visiting grant through 
the Affordable Care Act 
◦ Maintains another year of funding for original six programs and will add dollars for 

an additional site  

Established a SPHERE work group 
◦ The work group is charged with making recommendations for additions and 

enhancements to the Secure Public Health Electronic Record Environment (SPHERE) 
data system to meet reporting requirements for the federal (Affordable Care Act and 
TANF) and state GPR dollars and to provide SPHERE training and technical assistance 
to Home Visiting Projects.  

 

22 



 Implement comprehensive training and 
technical assistance plan to assist all 
existing programs in moving to evidence 
based models 

 Focus all programs on three key outcomes- 
reducing child abuse/neglect, improving 
child health and improving school readiness 
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 Selected Priority: Engaging and Supporting 
Families (C4) 
 

 WI will develop appropriate standards for 
family engagement, provide professional 
development on evidence based strategies 
to engage and support families, and 
evaluate impact 
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 Build on and coordinate existing PD structures to 
create a system to train teachers, caregivers, and 
other providers to facilitate children’s competencies 
in all areas of development (including but not limited 
to colleges and universities, YoungStar, DPI licensing, 
T.E.A.C.H Early Childhood) 

 Increase the understanding of parents, caregivers and 
professionals to support the social and emotional 
well being of young children 
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 To achieve a coordinated statewide, EC 
professional development system 
o To develop, align and utilize core competencies 

in early childhood programming 

o To design a coordinated statewide cross-
discipline training and technical assistance 
system 

o To enhance linkages with higher education 

o To promote professional development across 
sectors and systems 
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 NAEYC Professional Development Institute-
June 

 Cross-Sector PDI meeting - July 

 Higher Ed Scan Proposal 

 NAEYC Professional Development Policy 
Scan completed 
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 Create an interdepartmental center for early 
childhood PD to align and coordinate cross-
sector efforts, using braided funding as 
needed 

 Expand and coordinate PD efforts related to 
implementation of the Wisconsin Model 
Early Learning Standards, especially social-
emotional development, dual language 
learners, children and families experiencing 
homelessness and/or  poverty, etc. 
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 Support alignment of early learning standards 
with K-12 common core standards through 
connections among DPI, DCF, DHS, and the 
Registry 

 Facilitate implementation of best practices, 
including communities of practice, coaching, 
mentoring, and ongoing technical assistance 

 Explore the enhancement of the progression 
of EC teaching credentials and licenses that 
align and cross systems   
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Selected priorities  (B1, C4, and D) 

 Developing and adopting a common, 
statewide QRIS system 

 Promoting Early Learning and Development 
Outcomes for Children 

 Develop a common, statewide workforce 
knowledge and competency         
framework, and  

 Support educators in improving their 
knowledge, skills, and abilities 
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Council Input: 
 

 

 Use the handout to complete the input form 
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 Successful state strategies included  
“branding” with a publically recognizable 
name 

 

 Review and rate possible brand names 
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The Race to the Top – Early Learning 
Challenge (RTTT-ELC) grant 

 U.S. Departments of Education and 
Health/Human Services 

 Wisconsin has opportunity to apply for 
$60M 

 Available over five years.   

 Due October 19, 2011 

 Funding announcements by December 31, 
2011 
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 To create high-quality, comprehensive early 
learning and development systems and 
build a more unified approach to 
supporting young children and their 
families   

 The highly competitive grant is exclusively 
focused on promoting school readiness for 
children with high needs  
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 The application builds on the solid 
foundation created with establishment of the 
Governor’s Early Childhood Advisory Council 
in 2008 and their initial charge to develop a 
comprehensive, sustainable early childhood 
system so that every child is healthy, 
nurtured, safe and successful 
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  Wisconsin’s reform agenda is aligned with 
the goals and objectives of the ECAC, and 
its specific recommendations to: 

◦ Create a comprehensive screening and 
assessment system 

◦ Create a longitudinal data system 

◦ Develop an effective public-private 
infrastructure to support early learning 
and development  
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Wisconsin’s reform agenda  

 Pilot and implement a comprehensive 
assessment of children’s status at 
kindergarten entry 

 Fast track expansion of the state’s 
longitudinal data system to include early 
childhood data  
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 Build on and coordinate existing 
professional development structures to 
create a statewide early childhood 
professional development system  

 Improve access to QRIS-participating 
quality early childhood programs for high 
needs children.  

 Strengthen family engagement and parent 
support strategies to better support school 
readiness 
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 Updated ECAC Working Structure 

 Operating Principles and Diagram 

 November finalize 
committee/project team structure 
and membership 
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 Letters of support 
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